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Jamaica 

Island Endemics I 

8th February to 13th February 2024 (6 days) 

 

Black-billed Streamertail by Clayton Burne 

 

Although perhaps better known for its luxurious beaches, outstanding coffee and great Reggae music, the island 

of Jamaica has much more to offer both the avid birder and more general naturalist alike. Ranking fifth in 

biodiversity among the world’s islands, our 6-day Jamaican birding tour provides the perfect opportunity to 

encounter all 28 of the island’s endemic bird species plus numerous other Greater Antillean specialities. This we 

will do by thoroughly exploring the island’s great variety of habitats, from the evergreen forests of the Blue 

Mountains to the ultramarine waters of the northern coast. Just a few of the highlight species include Jamaican 

Owl, Jamaican Mango, Jamaican Becard, Jamaican Tody, Crested Quail-Dove and both Red-billed and Black-

billed Streamertails. Our lodgings are perfectly located to allow us to stay in the same place for the entire tour! 

Not only are our lodgings very comfortable, they are right in the middle of the specific, endemic laden forest we 

intend to bird. 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Itinerary & Map 

 

Day 1 Arrival in Kingston, transfer to Port Antonio via Hellshire Hills 

Days 2 & 3 Frenchman’s Cove, San San, Hector’s Cove & Ecclesdown Road 

Day 4 Hardwar Gap & the Blue Mountains 

Day 5 Ecclesdown Road 

Day 6 Port Antonio to Kingston & final depart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Birding sites in detail 

Hellshire Hills.  The cactus-studded desert scenery of the 
Hellshire Hills hold the erectly perched Stolid Flycatcher, whilst 
the surrounding scrub has the skittish Bahama Mockingbird, 
both of which are restricted to the Caribbean. 
 
Frenchman’s Cove, San San & Hector’s Cove.  Early mornings 
in the forests can be magnificent with endemics such as the 
cute and confiding Jamaican Tody, flocks of Ring-tailed Pigeon, 
Jamaican Oriole, vocal Rufous-tailed Flycatcher, the tiny 
Jamaican Pewee and robust Chestnut-bellied Cuckoo 
lumbering through the canopy. Curious White-chinned 
Thrushes and Jamaican Vireos can be watched at our leisure, 
while we will keep an eye overhead for both Yellow-billed and 
Black-billed Amazons, Olive-throated Parakeet and Jamaican 
Crow.  
 
Near endemics form a good part of our birding endeavours and 
we have good chances of finding the range-restricted Greater 
Antillean Bullfinch, Jamaican sub-species of Loggerhead 
Kingbird (possible future split) and Caribbean Dove. There is a 
slim possibility of finding the entertaining Arrowhead Warbler, 
though they are more reliable in the Blue Mountains. 
 
Various flowering plants and trees attract the charming 

Jamaican Mango that sparkles lavender in the sunlight. On one morning we’ll head to the nearby cliffs of 
Hector’s Cove where we hope to find White-tailed Tropicbirds cavorting near to shore before they head out to 
more open seas. 
 
We’ll spend the afternoons relaxing at our lodge, 
where the rooftop platform allows for eye-level 
views of the forest canopy, and some of the 
specialties we can look forward to seeing include the 
lively Sad Flycatcher and Vervain Hummingbird. It 
should be mentioned that not only does our resort 
offer an outstanding quality of service, but we have 
also found them to be one of the most eco-friendly 
resorts in Jamaica. We can look forward to the active 
escapades of Orangequits, Jamaican Woodpecker, 
Jamaican Euphonia or the near-endemic Jamaican 
Oriole and Black-billed Streamertails, while enjoying 
drinks on the veranda overlooking the turquoise 
Caribbean coast below. The gardens are a well-
known site for Jamaican Owl, and in the evenings, 
we will make an effort to find this rarely-seen 
nocturnal endemic should we not have found a day 
roost elsewhere.  
 

Jamaican Owl by Bobby Wilcox 

Jamaican Tody by Clayton Burne 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Hardwar Gap and the Blue 
Mountains.  The coffee-famous Blue 
Mountains are home to some 
immaculate forests, laden with 
mosses, lichens, orchids, ferns and 
bamboo, where we will carefully 
watch for the secretive Ruddy and 
endemic Crested Quail-Doves. 
White-chinned and White-eyed 
Thrushes abound along the road 
edge.  
 
The ethereal songs of Rufous-
throated Solitaire echo through the 
wet gullies and eventually we hope 
to be able to track down a fine 
specimen. We are also on the 
lookout for the range-restricted 
Greater Antillean Elaenia, confiding 

Blue Mountain Vireo and the tricky Arrowhead Warbler.  
 
We will pay special attention to any subtle sounds of falling debris to help alert us to the presence of what we 
hope is our last target, the endemic Jamaican Blackbird, which usually forage in bromeliads overhead. A stop at 
Hardwar Gap will give us spectacular views 
of the surrounding misty mountains, high 
above the capital city of Kingston. We stand 
a good chance of finding the scarce Yellow-
shouldered Grassquit, which normally 
forages at the forest edge, as well as more 
widespread endemics such as Jamaican 
Spindalis. 
 
Ecclesdown Road.  The John Crow 
Mountains and the famous Ecclesdown 
Road, where we’ll search for any remaining 
endemics. We have great chances of seeing 
a wide variety of species including such 
highlights as Black-billed Streamertail, 
Chestnut-bellied Cuckoo, Jamaican Crow, 
both Black-billed and Yellow-billed 
Amazons, Jamaican Elaenia and the bold 
Jamaican Becard.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crested Quail-Dove by Bobby Wilcox 

Jamaican Euphonia by Clayton Burne 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Tour Grading & Key 

Overall Ease  
Undemanding. Suitable for all birding / wildlife interest levels and 

mobility capabilities. 

Birding Ease 
 

Undemanding. Most species provide good visuals in relatively 

open conditions. Forest birding is most from the road edge. 

Accommodation  
Very comfortable. 

Walking / Trails 
 

Very little walking, mostly around lodge gardens or along roads. 

Vehicles / Roads 
 

Comfortable vehicle with short drives. Roads are sealed, but do 

have potholes. Roads are winding, and can affect those who 

suffer from motion sickness. 

Photography  
Good to very good. No dedicated hides, some feeders. 

Annoyances 
 

Potential for motion sickness on winding roads. 

 

Financial Arrangements and Important Notes 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement, approximate flight costs and tour spaces are displayed on our website. 

Tour inclusions: 

• All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 6; 

• Bottled drinking water; 

• All lodgings; 

• All ground transportation during the tour; 

• All reserve entrance fees; 

• All guiding services  

• Tips for local guides, drivers and services. 
 

Tour exclusions: 

• Visa fees; 

• ANY flights; 

• Any beverages (including mini-bar charges at hotels); 

• Optional excursions; 

• Special gratuities; 

• Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 
 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 

RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the single supplement will 

become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, this does 

NOT include your Rockjumper leader/s. If you feel that they have given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to 

tip them at your discretion. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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• Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price is fixed only in 
the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies listed will be adjusted according to 
prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing. The same applies to approximate flight and single 
supplement rates. 

• Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registrations, a small group supplement 
will be offered to confirm the tour. 

• Tour prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have to be adjusted as a result.  

• The designated tour leader/s may be changed at short due to unforeseen circumstances. 

• The itinerary is indicative only. Changes made need to be made to the order in which the tour is conducted, or 
some of the venues we visit closer to departure. We will attempt to adhere as close to the original program as 
possible. 

 

• To ensure your comfort and that of your companions, please limit yourself to one medium-sized suitcase or duffel 
bag (20 kg / 44 lb) and one carry-on bag, as space in the vehicles is limited. 

 

Arrival and Departure Details 

The tour starts on day 1 with a midday group departure from Kingston International Airport. The tour concludes at the 

same location on the morning of day 6. 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure information will 

be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early 

and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

Norman Manley International Airport, Kingston (IATA: KIN) is the main port of entry for international flights into Jamaica 

and is well serviced by most international carriers. 

Visa requirements differ by country, nationality of the traveller and duration and purpose of your intended stay. It may 

be necessary to obtain a visa or an electronic travel authorization in advance of your travel. It is therefore vitally important 

that you check with your travel agent/consulate/embassy for exact visa requirements. The following website provides 

detailed information about visa eligibility and assistance with online applications options where viable: Visa HQ for Travel 

DO NOT book any flights until the Rockjumper Team have officially confirmed the tour. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.visahq.com/

